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PIN DESIGN[image: ]
North Carolina Contest Addendum 2026

	⚠️ Please read and review the SkillsUSA Pin Design National Contest Standards.  ⚠️
Below are the adjustments to the National Standards that will be followed for the NC contest. 



Notes:
· Contestant numbers will be provided to your advisor after registration closes.
· Early Electronic Submissions do not apply to Regional Competitions
· The deadline for electronic submission is TUESDAY MARCH 31. (Please plan ahead & submit early to meet this deadline if this is during your spring break.)
· North Carolina allows ANY three-ring binder for Regional & State Competition. However - State Winners advancing to NLSC should note that “the Official SkillsUSA red three-ring binder” will be required for national competition.

Digital Submission Process:
1. You must be signed into a Google account to submit the form. It does not matter if it's the student's Google account, the advisor's, or the parent's account. You will receive an email receipt of the form you submitted to the email you provide in the form, so please take note and keep that email for your records. If you do not have a Google account, please sign up for free. 
2. All contestants are required to submit/upload the following items via the Google Form prior to the State Conference:
a. Pin Design
b. Design Documentation Notebook
c. Signed Affidavit & Completed AI Usage Citation Form
d. Resume
3. Form Submission Window: March 15-31, 2026. Don’t wait until the last day to submit. If you have any issues with the form, please contact contests@skillsusanc.org. 


See chart on the next pages for required elements and NC state contest adjustments to National Standards.
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	⚠️ Please read and review the SkillsUSA Pin Design National Contest Standards.  ⚠️
Below are the adjustments to the National Standards that will be followed for the NC contest. 



Element	Digital Submission	In-Person Contest Requirements
Pin Design	File Type: PDF or JPG	Size: Follow the National Standards	Resolution: 300 DPI	File Size Limit: 100 MB	File Name: 	Contestant Number, followed by the competition and the item, with an underscore between each item. 	Example: 	101_PinDesign_FinalDesign.PDF or JPG 	Format: Printed (on paper)	Size: Follow the National Standards	
Design Documentation Notebook	File Type: PDF (1 single document)	File Size Limit: 100 MB	File Name: 	Contestant Number, followed by the competition and the item, with an underscore between each item. 	Example: 	101_PinDesign_Notebook.PDF		Format: A three-ring binder containing printed Design Documentation Notebook including:	Title Page (Name of chapter, school name, school address, school phone number)	Table of Contents	Copy of the Final Design	Supporting Documentation and Information	Notes:	Binder will contain no more than 25 sheets of 8.5x11in paper. Only the front surface may be filled. 	The Notebook should NOT be created by AI.
	Design Documentation Notebook Screenshot Process Requirements:	⚠️ Students must capture screenshots that show the stages of their design as it is being created. These screenshots should come from inside the software you use, and they should clearly show your design as it changes and improves over time. Make sure to include these screenshots in the design process of your notebook so judges can see your full design process from start to finish. Link to Notebook Screenshot Design Process Guidelines.	Continued on next page
Table-top Display Board	N/A	Space allowed: Max 28" x 28" table space	No taller than 48” from top of table	The Display Board should NOT be created by AI.
Signed Affidavit & Completed AI Usage Citation Form 	*See below regarding Ethical Use of AI from SkillsUSA Nationals	File Type: PDF 	Instructions: Video + Scan App	File Size Limit: 100 MB	File Name: 	Contestant Number, followed by the competition and the item, with an underscore between each item. 	Example: 	101_PinDesign_Affidavit.PDF	N/A	
Resume	File Type: PDF 	File Size Limit: 100 MB	File Name: 	Contestant Number, followed by the competition and the item, with an underscore between each item. 	Example: 	101_PinDesign_Resume.PDF	N/A
Oral Presentation	N/A	The Presentation portion for the NC Contest will be 2-3 minutes only, followed by judges’ questions & answers. Refer to the National Contest Standards for the Talking Points in your presentation.






The National Technical Committee has provided the following updates for NLSC 2026:  Competitions Updates webpage, 11-20-2025

Ethical Use of AI and Original Design Requirements
To maintain the integrity of the SkillsUSA Championships and uphold industry expectations for creative professions, all competitors must follow the guidelines below regarding originality, copyright compliance, and the ethical use of AI tools.

Original Design Requirement
All entries must be the competitor’s own original concept, created during the current school year. Designs that replicate, closely imitate, or infringe upon copyrighted materials, including AI-generated content derived from copyrighted sources, are subject to disqualification.

Ethical Use of AI
· Competitors may use AI tools as part of their creative process; however, the final design must reflect the competitor’s own technical skill, decision-making, and creativity.   Students can use AI to generate ideas or conduct research, but the design should be created by the student, not by AI. The student makes the design by hand or with software on the computer, but the computer does not make the design for them.
· Any AI involvement must be fully documented and cited.
· AI tools must not be used to generate copyrighted characters, logos, images, or assets owned by another entity.
Judges will award points based on the originality of the design and the competitor’s authentic contributions.

Scoring Emphasis on Originality
Competitors will be evaluated on:
· Originality of concept
· Technical skills demonstrated through hands-on work
· Creativity and design execution
Entries that lack originality or include uncredited AI assistance may receive reduced scores or be disqualified.

Affidavit Submission Requirement
National competitors in the SkillsUSA Championships must submit all required online materials by the published deadline. Competitors in Pin Design are required to submit an affidavit letter (8.5″ x 11″) saved as PDF that includes:

Signed Affidavit Submission:  Containing – 
· A statement confirming that the submission is the competitor’s original work created during the current school year
· Confirmation that all applicable copyright laws were followed in the creation of the design and presentations
· Documentation and citation of any AI tools used in the development process
· Signature of the competitor
· A countersignature from a school administrator, instructor, or SkillsUSA advisor
· Complete and submit this Affidavit even if you did not use any AI tools in your creations or designs.

Originality and proper documentation are essential for full scoring consideration. Competitors should carefully follow these requirements to ensure compliance with SkillsUSA standards and to demonstrate authentic technical ability, ethical practice, and personal integrity.
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