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2023 NLSC PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 26, 2023:  254 North Carolina Career & Technical Education students from 45 high schools, 4 middle schools and 22 community colleges participated in the 59th annual SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference in Atlanta June 19-23, 2023.  The North Carolina Delegation consisted of over 520 students, teachers, parents, administrators and competition team members.
North Carolina was very well represented in the SkillsUSA Championships, earning a total of 76 medallions.  Students earned 22 gold, 35 silver, and 19 bronze medals.  
30% of our delegation were medalists, placing in the top 3 in the nation.  60% placed in the top 10 in their contests.  
The Postsecondary delegation consisted of 56 medalists (54% of the Postsecondary delegation of 103) and 86 placed in the top 10 (84%).  
The High School delegation consisted of 18 medalists (13% of the High School delegation of 135) and 51 placed in the top 10 (38%).  
The Middle School delegation consisted of 2 medalists (13% of the Middle School delegation of 16) and all 16 placed in the top 10.  

Students competed at the state level – the SkillsUSA North Carolina State Conference in April.  Each student competing had to win first place in their respective competition at the state level in order to qualify to compete at the national level.
In addition to excellence in competitive events, North Carolina was honored to have Nash Community College selected as 1 of 24 national Models of Excellence, a distinction given to the top 24 chapters in the country.
Eight SkillsUSA North Carolina State Officers engaged in the LEVERAGE State Officer Training at the National Conference and served as voting delegates for the SkillsUSA national officer team elections.

“We are incredibly proud of our students and teachers for embodying our slogan of being Champions at work”, said Paul Heidepriem, SkillsUSA North Carolina Executive Director.  “Our teachers are ensuring that the Framework of Personal, Workplace & Technical Skills are developed in each classroom.”
SkillsUSA is a nonprofit partnership of education and industry founded in 1965 as Vocational Industrial Clubs of America (V.I.C.A.) to strengthen our nation’s skilled workforce. Driven by employer demand, SkillsUSA helps students develop necessary personal and workplace skills along with technical skills grounded in academics. This SkillsUSA Framework empowers every student to succeed at work and in life, while helping to close the skills gap in which millions of positions go unfilled. Through SkillsUSA’s championships program and curricula, employers have ensured schools are teaching relevant technical skills, and with SkillsUSA’s new credentialing process, they can now assess how ready potential employees are for the job. SkillsUSA has hundreds of thousands of members nationwide in high schools, middle schools and colleges, covering over 130 trade, technical and skilled service occupations, and is recognized by the U.S. Departments of Education and Labor as integral to career and technical education. With the addition of our alumni, membership last year was over 400,000. SkillsUSA receives in-kind and financial support from more than 650 national partners. SkillsUSA has served more than 13.8 million members since 1965. For more information, go to SkillsUSA.org and SkillsUSAnc.org .
2023 National Medalists
C/PS – College Postsecondary     HS – High School     MS – Middle School
GOLD:
3-D Visualization & Animation (C/PS) – Curtis Jones & Elijah Poland, Forsyth Tech Community College
Career Pathways Showcase: Health Services (HS) – Keira Duncan, Isabelle Hall & Vinh Le, West Carteret High School

Collision Damage Appraisal (C/PS) – Lauren Lewis, Guilford Tech Community College
Emergency Medical Technician (C/PS) – Abigail Davis & Ana Dominguez-Arias, Guilford Tech Community College

Extemporaneous Speaking (MS) – Lucas Hudson, Cranberry Middle School

Firefighting (HS) – Billy Hart, Montgomery Central High School

Internetworking (C/PS) – Rosalio Avalos, Central Carolina Community College
Outstanding Chapter (C/PS) – Luis Gonzalez, Luke Reynolds & Marcus Sigmon, Catawba Valley Community College
Pin Design (C/PS) – Suzanna Maxwell, Catawba Valley Community College

Residential & Commercial Appliance Technology (C/PS) – Jesus Gonzalez-Pineda, Guilford Tech Community College

Screen Printing (C/PS) – Benjamin Campbell, Catawba Valley Community College

Technical Computer Applications (C/PS) – Benton Melvin, Craven Community College

Video News Production (C/PS) – Michael Collins, Allie Flinchum, David Lytle & Jabari Taylor-Reid, Forsyth Tech Community College
SILVER:

Architectural Drafting (C/PS) – Oscar Avina-Rodriguez, Wake Tech Community College
Audio-Radio Production (C/PS) – Jared Howard & Jestin Vertefeuille, Forsyth Tech Community College
Aviation Maintenance Technology (C/PS) – Dustin Aldridge, Guilford Tech Community College

Cabinetmaking (HS) – Clay Beal, West Henderson High School

Career Pathways Showcase: Industrial & Engineering (C/PS) – Matthew Duff, Payden Kiser & Rafael Serrano-Acosta, Edgecombe Community College
CNC Programmer (C/PS) – Paul Kozlowski, Johnston Community College

Customer Service (C/PS) – Amelia Lier, Carteret Community College

Dental Assisting (C/PS) – Daisee Ayscue, Guilford Tech Community College
Electronics Technology (C/PS) – Josiah Carpenter, Nash Community College

Emergency Medical Technician (HS) – Emma O’Neil & Payton Teague, McDowell High School

Health Occupations Professional Portfolio (C/PS) – Madison Luck, Guilford Tech Community College
Job Interview (C/PS) – Hannah Nguyen, Nash Community College

Job Interview (HS) – LeiLani Betancourt, Richlands High School

Masonry (HS) – Israel Bugarin, Columbus Career & College Academy

Mechatronics (C/PS) – Jeremiah Locklear & Angel Santiago, Robeson Community College

Medical Assisting (C/PS) – Rebekah Pennington, Gaston College

Plumbing (C/PS) – Brent Offenberger, Rowan Cabarrus Community College

Principles of Engineering-Technology (C/PS) – Charles Myatt, Wake Tech Community College
Promotional Bulletin Board (C/PS) – Claire Greene, Emma Maltba & Rosemary Moua, Catawba Valley Community College

Quiz Bowl (HS) – Anna Benbow, Bryan Cordeiro-Melo, Zackary Fagerstrom, Liam Kiley, Armen Sunukjian & Johnny Yang, Apex High School
Restaurant Service (C/PS) – Madison Gore, Guilford Tech Community College

Sheet Metal (C/PS) – Joshua Wood, Rowan Cabarrus Community College

T-Shirt Design (C/PS) – Stella Hughes, Catawba Valley Community College

BRONZE:

Advertising Design (C/PS) – Scott Westmoreland, Catawba Valley Community College

Career Pathways Showcase: Natural Resources/Agriculture (C/PS) – Lucas Delp, Abigail Mullins & Danielle Taylor, Wilkes Community College

Commercial sUAS Drone (C/PS) – Ashley Gaddy & Crystal Rice, Rowan Cabarrus Community College

Crime Scene Investigation (C/PS) – Matthew Dukes, Grant Hardee & Michael Rousseau, Craven Community College

Customer Service (HS) – Aarav Gupta, Hickory Ridge High School

Interactive Application & Video Game Creation (HS) – Parker Smith & Ryan Topol, Middle Creek High School
Medical Math (C/PS) – Summer Mosteller, Cleveland Community College

Mobile Electronics Installation (C/PS) – Lexus Susa, Carteret Community College

Mobile Robotics Technology (C/PS) – James Bevel & Dakota London, Catawba Valley Community College

Prepared Speech (MS) – Hailey Gray, South Davidson Middle School

Robotics Urban Search & Rescue (C/PS) – Micah Vang, Catawba Valley Community College
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