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2026 North Carolina National Champions
June 8, 2026 – SkillsUSA North Carolina was well represented at the 61st SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference.  With a National Conference registration total of over 19,000 (students and advisors) and our students competing against over 7000 competitors in 115 competitions, North Carolina was proud to be one of the largest and most successful states in the nation, being in the top five in state delegation attendance and the 2nd highest number of medalists in the nation!   
Below is a list of special recognitions North Carolina received along with a full list of our competitive winners.
Special National Honors and Recognitions

· Membership Increase Awards (2025-2026 school year) – SkillsUSA North Carolina received awards for increase in membership for High School and College Postsecondary divisions.

· Models of Excellence – Nash Community College was recognized as a Models of Excellence Chapter – one of the top 24 SkillsUSA chapters in the nation.
· National Officer Elected – Brody Pettipas from West Carteret High School was elected as the SkillsUSA National Region 2 Vice President for the 2026-27 school year.

· National Education Team – 20+ North Carolina volunteers were part of national contest committees as chairpeople, judges, assistants and other contest support personnel.
Competition Statistics
· North Carolina Registration:
· 506 Registered Participants

· 270 Student-Contestants competed
· 178 Contests registered 
· 74 schools represented

· 175 Instructors/Advisors registered
· 79 Medalists

· 186 Finished in the Top 10 in their contest
· Contest Placements – Overall & By Division 
· 29% of all NC competitors were medalists, finishing in the top 3

· 39% of PS Competitors, 17% of HS Competitors & 50% of MS Competitors were medalists, finished in the top 3

· 69% of all NC competitors finished in the top 10 
· 88% of PS Competitors, 47% of HS Competitors & 100% of MS Competitors finished in the top 10
· North Carolina Winner Statistics
· Overall Medallion Count: 79  (44 Contests)
· Gold:  11 Contests / 25 Medallions
· Postsecondary:  9 Contests / 19 Medallions 

· High School:  1 Contest / 3 Medallions

· Middle School:  1 Contest / 3 Medallions
· Silver:  12 Contests / 23 Medallions  
· Postsecondary:  8 Contests / 12 Medallions 

· High School:  2 Contests / 6 Medallions
· Middle School:  2 Contests / 5 Medallions

· Bronze:  21 Contests / 31 Medallions 

· Postsecondary: 11 Contests / 16 Medallions  

· High School:  8 Contests / 13 Medallions

· Middle School:  2 Contests / 2 Medallion
· Top 10 Finishers:  117 Contests / 186 Finishers
· Postsecondary:  71 Contests / 106 Finishers
· High School:  35 Contests / 60 Finishers
· Middle School:  11 Contests / 20 Finishers
Participating Schools:

Colleges
· Alamance Community College – Graham 
· Bladen Community College – Dublin 

· Blue Ridge Community College – Flat Rock
· Caldwell Community College – Hudson 

· Cape Fear Community College – Wilmington  

· Carteret Community College – Morehead City
· Catawba Valley Community College – Hickory
· Cleveland Community College – Shelby 
· Coastal Carolina Community College – Jacksonville 

· Craven Community College – New Bern

· Davidson-Davie Community College – Lexington

· Edgecombe Community College – Tarboro 

· Fayetteville Technical Community College – Fayetteville

· Forsyth Technical Community College – Winston Salem

· Gaston College – Dallas

· Guilford Technical Community College – Jamestown/Greensboro
· Mayland Community College – Spruce Pine

· McDowell Technical Community College – Marion 
· Nash Community College – Rocky Mount

· Pitt Community College – Greenville 
· Rockingham Community College – Wentworth 

· Rowan Cabarrus Community College – Salisbury 
· South Piedmont Community College – Monroe 

· Surry Community College – Dobson 
· Wake Technical Community College – Raleigh 

· Wilkes Community College – Wilkesboro

High Schools
· Apex High School – Apex 

· Burns High School – Lawndale 
· Caldwell Applied Sciences Academy – Hudson 

· Carrboro High School – Carrboro 

· Cedar Ridge High School – Hillsborough 
· Chapel Hill High School – Chapel Hill
· Columbus College & Career Academy – Whiteville 

· Cox Mill High School – Concord 

· Douglas Byrd High School – Fayetteville 

· East Carteret High School – Beaufort 

· East Davidson High School – Thomasville 
· East Surry High School – Pilot Mountain 

· Forbush High School – East Bend

· Green Hope High School – Cary 
· Hickory Ridge High School – Harrisburg 

· Independence High School – Charlotte 

· Iredell Statesville Career Academy & Technology – Troutman 

· Jack Britt High School – Fayetteville 

· Jacksonville High School – Jacksonville 
· Lee County High School – Sanford 

· Lucy Ragsdale High School – Jamestown 

· Midway High School – Newton Grove

· Montgomery Central High School – Troy 

· Mount Pleasant High School – Mount Pleasant 

· NC Virtual Academy – Durham
· Nash Central High School – Rocky Mount 

· Northern Nash High School – Rocky Mount 

· North Iredell High School – Olin 

· Pine Forest High School – Fayetteville 

· Providence High School – Charlotte 

· Seventy First High School – Fayetteville 
· South Central High School – Winterville 

· South Iredell High School – Statesville 
· Southern Lee High School – Sanford 

· Spring Creek High School – Seven Springs 

· Starmount High School – Boonville 

· Vernon Malone College and Career Academy – Raleigh

· Watauga High School – Boone 
· Weaver Academy – Greensboro 
· West Carteret High School – Morehead City
· West Henderson High School – Hendersonville
· West Stanly High School – Oakboro
Middle Schools
· Avery Middle School – Newland 

· Cranberry Middle School – Elk Park

· Kannapolis Middle School – Kannapolis
· Pamlico Middle School – Bayboro 
· William Ellis Middle School – Advance 

Apprenticeship Schools
· Blum Apprenticeship – Stanley

2026 National Medalists
C/PS – College Postsecondary     HS – High School     MS – Middle School

GOLD:

Aviation Maintenance Technology (C/PS) – Guilford Tech Community College – Jared Dawson

Career Pathways Showcase: Industrial & Engineering Technology (C/PS) – Edgecombe Community College – Isabella De Leon, Daniella Ponce, Ajeda Thomas

Community Service (C/PS) – Cleveland Community College – Kenyatta Eskridge, Kallie Mccoid, Celia Grace Pribble
Early Childhood Education (C/PS) – Coastal Carolina Community College – Jacqueline McDonald

Heavy Equipment Operation (C/PS) – Wilkes Community College – Wesley Triplett

Outstanding Chapter (C/PS) – Catawba Valley Community College – Isabella Donahue, Lucas Miller, Rebecca Reyes-Mejia

Promotional Bulletin Board (HS) – West Henderson High School – Brandon Hamblin, Seth Rumbough, Ayven Turner

Promotional Bulletin Board (MS) – Avery Middle School – Madison Franklin, Allie Thompson, Amelia Wanner

Screen Printing Technology (C/PS) – Catawba Valley Community College – Dustin Hartley
Video News Production (C/PS) – Forsyth Tech Community College – Eric Clifton, Rachel Parsons, Mark Payne, Chad Peterson

Video-TV Production (C/PS) – Gaston College – Mikhaela Abarientos & Erika Danielle

SILVER:

CNC 2-Axis Turning (C/PS) – Blum Apprenticeship – Jeremy Wagstrom

CNC 3-Axis Milling (C/PS) – Wilkes Community College – Madison Coleman

Dental Assisting (C/PS) – Guilford Tech Community College – Amanda Shuping

Entrepreneurship (C/PS) – Catawba Valley Community College – Kayden Harrington, Riley Land, Dhyan Patel, Xavier Springs

Health Occupations Professional Portfolio (C/PS) – Gaston College – Anaia Mayner 

Outstanding Chapter (MS) – Cranberry Middle School – Tenley Hodges, Noel Miles, Saunders Stephenson

Pin Design (HS) – Carrboro High School – Lillian Lagarde

Prepared Speech (C/PS) – Catawba Valley Community College – Allyson Sullivan

Principles of Engineering-Technology (C/PS) – Edgecombe Community College – Alfredo Hernandez Garcia

Quiz Bowl (HS) – Green Hope High School – Max Elyashev, Donovan Gill, Matthew Jeon, Keerthibhooshan Veerichetty, Jerry Zhang
Robotics Urban Search & Rescue (C/PS) – McDowell Technical Community College – Kevin Rodriguez-Ramirez & Carter Wyatt

Robotics Urban Search & Rescue (MS) – Kannapolis Middle School – Ethan Arellano & Jackson Bollinger

BRONZE:

Audio-Radio Production (C/PS) – Gaston College – Sherod Dixon & Colby Love

Automotive Maintenance & Light Repair (HS) – Ethan Kesegich – West Stanly High School

Collision Repair Technology (HS) – Vernon Malone College & Career Academy – Adam Miller

Commercial sUAS Drone (C/PS) – Rowan Cabarrus Community College – Damon Ellis & Crystal Rice
Commercial sUAS Drone (HS) – Douglas Byrd High School – Nilan Gonzalez & Tristian Moeschet

Cyber Security (HS) – Green Hope High School – Aryan Patil & Arush Wadhawan

Firefighting (C/PS) – Wilkes Community College – Bradley Hendren

Industrial Motor Control (C/PS) – Pitt Community College – Michael Finelli

Internetworking (C/PS) – Wilkes Community College – Andrew Norman

Internetworking (HS) – Wilkes Community College (CCP) – Zane Melton

Masonry (C/PS) – Rowan Cabarrus Community College – Grayson Smith

Medical Assisting (C/PS) – Gaston College – Melanie Pullen

Medical Terminology (C/PS) – Bladen Community College – Sarah Hough

Mobile Robotics (C/PS) – Caldwell Community College – Jason Moon & Shawn Smith

Photography (C/PS) – Catawba Valley Community College – Bryn Whitman

Prepared Speech (MS) – Cranberry Middle School – Parker Oakley

Principles of Engineering-Technology (HS) – Edgecombe Community College (CCP) – Jesus Cabrera-Hernandez 

Promotional Bulletin Board (C/PS) – Catawba Valley Community College – Elisa Alderman, Isaac Carter, Anika Martinez

T-Shirt Design (MS) – Avery Middle School – Matilda Gragg

Teamworks (HS) – Jacksonville High School – Logan Butts, Bradley Ruse, Anderson Tant, Finn Thompson

Welding Sculpture (HS) – East Davidson High School – Olivia Rabon
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